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Missilé-Shaped |
.[11tercept0r Tops
Any in World

.By John G. Ndrris
sStaff Reporter
President Johnson dis-

‘iclosed at a news conference

[yesterday that the United
IStates secretly has devel-

ioped  a 2000-mile-an-hour
ff ighter - interceptor plane
1!supcrior to “any other air-
‘eraft in the world today.”
" The ‘missile-shaped, experi-
lental Air Foree A-11, carry-
ing its own intereept radar,
ccould streak [rom U.S. bases
1o shool down attacking
enemy bombers beyond the
Arctic  Cirele within 45
‘minutes. - .
- I is designed to fill fwo
major pending gaps in Amenr-
can air defense:

I. To ‘overcome the high

“vulnerability of present North
American  Air . Defense Conr

mand ground control centers—-
upen which existing intervep-

tors are dependent -— fo Ry

sian 1CBM alluck;
C 2 To couninr futurce AAiper
sunic Soviet bombers or ion
range  air-launched standol!f
‘missiles,
‘Can Scek Oui Dombers

The extraordinary o o ip.
Jdereeptor. of course, couid not
“da anything to stop TCHI\=
drow blasting the above
sround air defense control con-
Less, but v would be able to
Iseek out and destroy oncmy
‘hombers at long Tange inde-
ipendently  of guidance from
ithe ground radar installations.,

xistence of the Lockbeed
A-11, which was initiated in
1959. has been one of the best -
Jept military seerels in years. |
Hn congressional lestimony and .
‘publie speeches,  Air Torce
“chiels have been urging that
‘the  Administration give ap-
‘proval for starting “develop-
menl of an. improved manned
‘intereeptor or 1M

The A-11 is the IMI and the
Air Force campaign for it has
been Lo win approval not of its
development — already nearly
complete—but, for production
and deployisent of the plane.

Decision Awaited

There has been nu decisior
‘as yet. either by Seerctary of
‘Delense Robert S. MeNamara
or the President, as to wheth-
ier the United States needs !
mew  air defense intereeptos, 4
or il it does, whether the Al1;
‘is the answer. :
ToSome of MeNamara's top ad- -
visers leel that the Navy yver
sipn of the TEN, which willji
be a carricr-hased interceptor
liring a new Phoenix air-to--
air missile. being  developed
by Hughes Airerait, can do the
job at lower cost.

The decision probably wilt

ccome later when there is more-

iutelligence data on whether
the Russians are developing a
supersonic  bomber, or long:
vange air-to-ground “standoff”
missiles, like the U.S, Hound
Dog and the now abandonud
Skybolt, which can be launched
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frora bombers
range of sir defen
In snnouncing that the A-11!
been *successfully devei-
ool Prepgident Johinson
wirvesed  that fthe msjor ads
suanees in aeronaulies achieved

fwere “of great siunifieance,
jto Loth military and commei-}

teial  application.” FExistence;
ol the A-11 was disclosed, hel
d. in order to permit ihc:
Coriderly exploftation of this
iudivaneed technology™ in hoih
ttields. . :
{ Thotographs of the plane!
sreleased  yesterddy  disclosed:
‘it to be a long, needle-nosed,
-cratt, with apparently short|
stubby wings set far back!
toward the tail. Tt seems quite
similar to the X-15, although
its two DPratt and Whitney
.J-534 jet engincs are set farth.
‘er out on the wing than the
1X-15's rocket motors. :
The President said the A-11
jaiready bas been tested at Ed-
iwards Afr Force Base, Calif.

- President Johns

on annduncod-_the ‘dcv_elo'pl'nént of “{his,’
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conference.

fin “sustained flight at mnn‘:; {hat one of the most important

:than 2000 miles an hour, and'hzs been

the “mastery of the
meétsllurgy and fabrication of
“oing tosts. 1 i “ititanium metal which is re-
gomng tests, hie said. {duived forthe high tempera-

Mr. Johnson spoke ouly of ltures experienced by aircraft

the A-11 having a range of:{raveling at more three times
“thousands of miles,” but the the speed of sound.”

IMI has been expected to have Existing US. warplanes,
a. d000-mile range, or 1200-iwhich fly at.a top speed of
mile radius of action. ahout 1600 mfles an nour, are

In referring to the tech-!wmude of aluminum, which’can-
nological lessons learned frominot stand the friction-gen-
the A1), lhe President said|erated heat . encountercd at

B

at altitudes in excess of 70,000
feet.” Several A-11s are under-
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higher speeds, Many enz oers
have held the view that tita-
niun. would not do for the
spced aftained by the A-11,
and that stainless steel—pre-
senting new problems—would
be required.

~ In view of the announced
successes with titanium, re-
porters raised questions about
the testimony of Defense De-
pariment wilnesses In the
TFX investigation, who .said

;;?,OOUAmph-plus jet‘interceptor at his news

of titanium was one reason’
for giving the award of the,
fighter to General Dynamies, -

Government sources sald’
that technical knowledge about’
the use of titanium gained in.
1he A-11 development enabled
them to better- evaluate the
way Boeing proposed employ-
ing it. This implied that the
planned use ih the A-11 was
different from that proposed
by Boeing, but the matter was

Boeing’s proposed “risky” use

not fully explained,'

Approved For Release 2004/02/04 : CIA-RDP67B00446R000500090034-1



